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He puts off Religion and the, Word of 
God with a R of Buſineſs, crying, 
with rhe old Shift, We will hear thee talk 
"theſe thi 5 another time. Wheh the Cof- 
fers are al, and the Dirt thickens in the 7 
hand of the Miſer, it will then be time 
enough, he thinks, ro ſerve God, if ever 
he thinks of ſerving Him at all. He Will 
be very rightenus, but then lie muſt be 
very wealthy firſt; he deſigns great Cha- 
rities, but firſt he muſt be guilty of great 
Extortion. He will relieve the, Hungry, 
and clothe the Naked; but ir is neceſſary 
"before he does ſo, that he ſhould ſtarve 
fome, and ſtrip others. Thus does he; as 
ir were, drive Bargains with Heaven, and 
8 down preſent V ices for reverſionary 
Virtues. © But there are but ſew, that 
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Treaſury of Merit, and ſpreads the cold f 


Damp of Deſpair on the moſt liuely and 
active Genius. If the Sine ws be want- 
ing, if rhe Engines that are to work upon 
the «opp nega of 4 great and glorious - 
Deſign, fall not within the Purchaſe of 5 
the Inyentor; his Brains might as well : 
haye been employed in ſpinning. ut 
the Trifles of Amuſement and Folly, — © 
For What has he to hope from the M 
go, or the ſurer? Will they o 


nds without the View: of Te 3 | 
again with the Fruits of his Labour? 2 
And what. a grievous Conſideration is it 
to an iagenuous Spirit, to court and brie 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Lazineſs and Hardneſs of Heart with the 3 
Sale of his Underſtanding, and make the "of 
greateſt Gifts of Heaven ſubſervient io 9 
the yileſt of its Creatures? Again, who © 
| take — in an induſtrious Calling, i 
* D wWbefs =_ 
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where Hazards ate to be run, and Da- 


mages to be ſuſtained, when he ſees an 
3 ; 4 WE: 2 1 e 
eaſier and more certain Method of grow- 


ang rich and wealthy without Care, Trou- 
ble, or Fear of Loſs ? Will he not rather 
reverſe the Precept in the Goſpel, ſell all 
that he has, aud follow the Devil, tllan ſub- 
mit to the Drudgery of an honeſt Buſi- 
neſs, and a flow Encreaſe of Profit? If 


Money thus ſown will bring forth tex. 
fold, and a hundred fold, that will afford 


Temptation enough to neglect and deſpiſe 


the little Gleanings of a one or a two-fold 


Harveſt. 


Laſtly, Theſe Vices are the Ca nker of 
private Eſtates, and that in time-muſt 
produce a national Poverty, and a partial 


and monſtrous Over-growth - of Wealth 


and Pride in a few Public Deſtroyers. This 
Propoſition will hardly need a Proof, if 


the foregoing ones are true; nay, if we 
will but truſt our Senſes, every day's Ex- 
perience gives too mournful a Teftimony 
of this national Danger. Let us then 


conſider how far this univerſal Scandal of 
a. greedy avaritious Temper affects our- 
ſelves, and we ſhall not want the Fore- 
ſight of a Prophet to tell us in what 
Calamities ſuch a Conduct muſt con- 
Never 
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Never ſurely (and may it never betas 
gain did a general Infatuation of grow? 
ing | haſtily rich, ſo ſpread- itſelf over all 
Orders and Degrees of Mankind. The 
Scandal of the meaneſt Vice, that can poſ- 
ſeſs the Heart of Man, was wiped away 
by becoming a publick and avowed Pro- 
feſſion, and taking place without diſtinc- 
tion in the Boſom of the higheſt as well 
as the loweſt of the People. Like; the 
Frogs of Egypt, that nauſeous and clamoruus 
Plague, this ſordid Vice brought forth abun- 
dantly, and came into the Held, the Oven, 
the K#eading-Trough, the Houſe, the Bed- 
chamber, and the Palace of the King: is - 
that the Land ſtunk of it. So very {trong 
and mighty was this Vice, that it almoſt 
deſtroyed all others, not ſuffering any to 
come into competition with it, eating up, 
like Maſes's Serpent, the Snakes of the Ma- 
. gicians, This taught even Pride and 
 Havughtiveſs to leſſen their Port, and be- 
come Beggars and Suitors for Favours at 
the hands of thoſe, whom yeſterday they 
deſpiſed. The Prodigal began to abridge, 
and diſſemble Want, to make a larger and 
more profuſe Riot of his new-gain'd Trea- 
ſure, Pleaſure itſelf, which ſeldom ſtands 
ſtill in compliment to any other worldly 
View, look'd as if it was aſhamed to be 
out of the Faſhion, and inſenſibly dropt 


| [ 20 4 

into the way of the' dhorlſpirited Money- 
gatherer Who indeed; was then exemp- 

Got rhe Inte Bf? Or may we rec- 

kon, as * _ on another Occaſion, 


8 „ the Man of War, 
| ge, and t , and the Prident, 
1 ber; Antient. "The eka of Fifty, and 
Hinourable Man, and the Counſellor,” and 
tbe dumm Artificer, and the res Ons: 
zun Iſa. — 9 * 
All Proſe however Agen in 
r other Ways, united, in this one 
Point, giving up the ſlow and natural En- 
creaſe of Gain by the means of Frugality 
and Induſtry, to the ſudden Temptation 
ef an haſty and unaccountable Treaſure. 
Even Arts and Sciewces, Which uſually 
at a diſtance from ſuch a Corrup- 
rion, fell into the general Debauchery, 
and became Proflitures to the rei ing 
Idol. of the Times. No good Sen 
Learning, were ſufficient Out guards "a 
gainſt chis ſtealing Vice; the Underſtand- 
ing was led captive, the Paſſions were 
bribed; too high for the Check of Reaſon, 
and Wiſdom itſelf condeſcended to play the 
part of Folly and Slavery. And can we 
ſay that the Infection ſtopped here? Was 
it not too in the Sanctuam, as well as in 


the Field? Did it only lay hold of he Pt 
aud Aube hf, or did it not ein tothe 
Horns - 


. 
— þ ; 
2 111 LEY , 
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Horn: of the Altar? A Complaiat of 
the Prophet Iſaiah was hut 500 true, and 
too fadly like what our Eyes have ſeen, 
when he ſays, From the leaſt even to tbe 
vreateſt of them, every ane is given to Co; 
VETOUSNESS,: and from the Prophet unto the 
Prieſt, every . one dealeth falſely, 1. vi. 13. 
No Digany of Character, no DiſtinQuon 
df Place or Calling, was a Security againſt 
this Mammon of 8 and tho the Mp, 
ney-Chatgers were not actually found in the 
Temple, yet the internal Pollution of Hearts 
was the ſame, and the Prophanation of 
Character as great. And were they aſhamed 
ohen they had committed Abomination? NM 
they were not at all aſhamed, neither — 4 
they Hluſb, Tfa. vi. 15. Modeſty was drownu- 
ed in the Tide of Faſhion, and as if Vice 
and Virtue had changed both Name and 
Nature, the one paſſed currently for the 
other, and it became almoſt a Mark of 
Scandal not to pay Worſhip to the Golden 
Calf. They, whoſe Duty. obliged them 
to give warning of the growing Evil, 
were mean enough to betray the Honour 
of their Calling, and turn Deſerters to the 
fide of Avarice and Infamy. It is to be 
wiſhed that ſuch an Encouragement did 
not delude many of the Unthinking, and 
ſanctify the general Wickedneſs. People 
are but too apt to be ſtruck by the . 
; . — 5 : P N | 


pt ok. their Teachers, and meaſure Right 
and Wrong by the Authority of Names, 
Which makes their Silence a Conni vance, 
and their Practice à Rule to others. If this 
may ſound a little too harſhly in the Ears 
ef * ſome, be the Shame on their own 
Heads! It is no new thing for the 
Fly Tribe to ſhare” in a general Corrup- 
tion, yet there are never wantirig ſome 
excepted from the Scandal, who have 
* had Courage enough to oppoſe the Tor- 
rent of Vice, and prove Witneſſes, and Ex- 
smples in a degenerate Age. 
But we muſt now take notice of ano- 
cher ill Effect of Covetouſneſs, equally ſin- 
ful, and equally dangerous to the State 
wherem it happens to reign. We find it 
but too true an Obſervation, that the 


Mind of Man is unable to bear up againſt 
the Flood of a ſudden Proſperity. It is 
not only the Character of a ſingle Cati- 
line, to be alieni appetens, ſui profuſus, 
Eraving and carking after the Poſſeſſions 
of others, and profuſe of their own at the 
fame time; but it is the general Weak- 
neſs of human Nature, and that which 
Was gathered haſtily, is commonly prodi- 
gally conſumed. A ſlow Advance of For- 
rune muſt be made by regular and pain- 
ful ſteps, which teach the Owner the real 
Value of what he gains, and make him 
on careful 


5 
careful of. what coſt him ſo much Labour 
and Farſimony. There is nothing in the 
Encreaſe of Subſtance in ſuch a Man to 
alter his Temper ; he has before computed 
rationally how Affairs will anſwer, and 
all comes to paſs like the Scheme of a 
fair Demonſtration. The other being the 
Conſequence of Trick and Cunning, Folly and 
- Paſſion, betrays the Root from whence it 
ſprung, and bears a ſuitable Fruit. . Pride 
and Lzxury, attended with Exceſſes of 
all kinds, are the Followers of a -too 
quick ' Greatneſs; neither will there be 
- wanting Wretches ſeryile enough to juſti- 
fy and applaud the Wantonneſs of Riches, 
if they can have a ſhare of the Extrava- 
* Surrounded with Pleaſure, exclu- 
led from Advice, and poiſoned with Flat- 
tery, what is there ſo Wild that the Heart 
of Man will not conceive, ſo ridiculous 
that he will not commit, truſting to his 
Riches, which, as Solomon lays, are a Strong- 
hold in his Imagination? Then it is that 
Pride is offended at the Honeſty of a little. 
Neighbour, and ſtretches Juſtice and Law, 
to violate Property, and too often to 
tranſgreſs with Impunity. Then, in the 
Words of the Prophet, Judgment is turned 
away backward, and Juſtice ſtands afar off; 
 Trath is ſullen in the ſireet, and Equity Cans. 
1 v in the / y car. 
nat enter; H. xlix. 14. What ſhall we By ; 
nth; EO '% 
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of the exter 
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height as we have lately beheld it, con- 
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367. 
che external Splendor, which appears 
in the Families of ſuch Men, the daily 
Eodfurmptions of Vanity . appearing like 

" corrupted Lion in the. 
tinkling Ornaments, Charms, Bracelets. and 
Mufflers, Bonnets, Tablets, and Earrings; 
Jewels, changeable Suits 4 Apparel, Man- 
s, Glaſſes, fine Linen, Hoods, and Falls; 
If. ti. Was ever Vanity at fuch a 


founding all Diſtinctions of Quality and 


Order, "railing imaginary Greatneſs, but 


real Expence, to be fofHGW d by Want and 
Beggary? Gorgeous Apparel, out Saviour 


tells us, is for Kings Courts, Luke vii. 25. 


But in our day it Was not contented with 
the Confinement. of Deceney, but ſpread 
like a Plague over every Place, and every 


- 


Condition of Mankind. Sobriety of At- 
tire was loſt in Gaudineſs of Equipage 


and Show, and a Rivalry of Folly ſet up 
to the Scandal of good Order, and the De- 
ſtruction of the private Contenders. All 
Places. of public Reſort looked not unlike 
the "Deſcription: given by Nabum of the 
Army againft.Nizeveh, where the Chariats 
are ſaid to rage in the Street, to juſtle one 
againſt another in the broad-ways, to ſeem 
like Torches, and run like Lightning, Nah. 
I. 4. And what can be the end of all 
this, but a general Calamity, if not 
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of Application, and detait yen ng 
The rſt is, That rhe Gaixer and Loſer 
this Game + Coverasſneſs” are vg 5 5 
'of # the" Sip. ; WW. 5 
Let ue Man, who has been Peder 
in this Spoil of Inigulty, fatter” Himſeif, 
that becauſe he has not the Retnains of 
kis Wealth in à great proportion, that | 
therefore bis Conſcience" ought" net to re- 
ach him for thie Sinfulneßs of chte AQ. 


Tue Crime lies deeper perhaps be is 
Willing to own, even in the Heart, Where 
the coverous Deſire began. | Out'Saviatr's 


Rule extends to all Cri and is he 
h after another's Wife, commts A- 
in his Heart; ſd he w ho has a de- 
ee another” 8 Foſſeſfion, ther he 
Bain his point or not, is guilty of Cove- 
. 550 am Cement Robbery in- his 
. 8 . 
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. Ni jo this view; but 
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ndr % of Toes ds is too 


Beende Fry not to bẽ heard atahę Day 
of Account. His Wealth may 


him here 1 in Greatneſs and Grandeur, but 
there is anten Recloxim vo be made, 
N e Article is, that the | couctows 
lp at n 0 "the, Kingiay of 
Cor. vi. 10. eV 24 

Gags lat Conſid nen 1 mall urge, is 
Ne That this Foly a To are hoth with- 

ente to our Li ſent Fan enn 


ri | or 

| ga Sx jultifable Reoſons of 8 | 
V been, the occaſidn of every 3 
Fer {ons avallingly: draining bis Treaſure 
eto ſupport his Country, he might haye 
Anbyerd.it-roReaſon and Religion. Had 
the 1 98 ats FRG oo ' 4 is hg 
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cutting off that Subſiſtence, which ſhould. + 


Generation, Interpret me nor, as if 1 
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have been a Comfort from Generation to 
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ſpoke with an evil deſign of reflecti 
our Rulers; no, it is the Madneſs of 
People we are to impute this Miſery 
They, no 5 0 will do their pa 
to recover them both to their Fortunes: 
their Senſes; which that they may ac- 
compliſh to the Advantage of the Natiads, 

and their own Honour, let us pray for te "fl 

Preſervation of Fim, on whom all de- 
pends, King GEORGE, our Governor, 
that he may preſerue the People committed 

to bis Charge in Wealth, Peace, and Godi. 

10, Amen, Amen. AEM 
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